MEMOIBS OF THE EMPBESS EUGENIE

Bismarck? Was it possible for the Empress, for
instance, to agree to the clause calling for a public
ratification of her powers by the army of Metz?
The best answer is given by what immediately hap-
pened at Metz.

General Boyer   returned to Metz bearing Bis-
marck's ultimatum, and a council of war was im-
mediately summoned.    But not one vote was re-
corded in favor of the public manifesto which had
been proposed; on the contrary, all the assembled
generals were unanimously of the opinion that such
an act would be extremely dangerous.   Nevertheless,
it was desirable to know how loyal to the Empire
were the troops, and just how far they could be
counted on to obey orders.   So it was decided that
the colonels should be questioned concerning the
state of mind of their officers, and a second meeting
was called for the same evening to hear their report
on this important point, when Marshals Canrobert
and Leboeuf and Generals Frossard and Desvaux
unhesitatingly declared that all the omcers were
ready to obey their superiors and that full reliance
might be placed on rank and file.   This interesting
fact should be borne in mind by those who would
correctly understand the political situation at this
moment.   The enemies of the Empire are only too
prone to assert that in the autumn of 1870, it was
abandoned by omcers and army.   "What might not
have been done if all France had stood by the only
legal government which existed in France at this
critical juncture ?

At this same council of war opinions were much
divided as to the wisdom of sending to the Regent an
officer with mission to try and decide the Empress to
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